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Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the foliowing recommendations are made;

- Proper market chain should be developed to ensure easy marketing and sale of the processed products. This
because the study revealed that marketing of the products is one of the problems of youths involving in
coco production in the study area.

- Government should as a matter of policy through agricultural banks make credits available and accessible
to youths as a way of encouraging them to invest in cocoa farming.

- Government should subsidize the cost of material inputs like fertilizer, pesticides and insecticides.
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ANALYSIS OF YOUTHS INVOLVEMENT IN COCOA FARMING IN ONDO STATE, NIGERIA
By
1C.M. Ekenta, 2J.A, Oloniruha, O.K. 'Afolabi and 'M.R. Bakare

'Department of Agricultural Extension and Management & ?Agronomy Unit, Division of Agricultural Colleges,
Ahmadu Bello University — Kabba Campus, cmcekenta@yahoo.com, cmeekenta@gmail.com

Abstract

The research made an analysis of youth’s involvement in Cocoa farming in Ondo State. A total of 360 respondents
were randomly selected from three local government areas in the state and data generated from field survey through
structured questionnaire was used in analysis. Analysis of data collected was done with the use of descriptive
statistics (Frequency, Percentage, Rank and Mean) and Multiple Regressions analysis. Findings show that youths
involved more in cocoa marketing (44%), storage (43%) and harvesting (40%). The major constraining factors to
youth’s involvement were long time before returns (3.78), poor marketing outlet §3.63), insufficient capital (3.57)
and people’s low perception of farming (3.08). The study concluded that youth’s involvement in cocoa farming in
the study area was anchored on expected returns and profits; farming was seen to be for Fhe- educationaily_f backward
and low class people; and most youths that were involved in cocoa farming were still under the guld:clncc and
tutelage of their parents. It was recommended that an agronomic research should be conducted to develop improved
varieties of cocoa; easy marketing outlets should be developed by government; and government should make

available credit facilities to the youth at minimal interest rates.

Key words: Youth involvement, Cocoa Farming, Improve Unemployment, Ondo, Nigeria.

1)
‘.

percentage of the population. Characterized by
greater physical strength, greater knowledge
acquisition propensity, faster rate of learning, faster
reaction time, innovative proneness, love for
adventure and preference for boldness, minimal risk
aversion, less fear of failure, and less conservatisms.
youths present a set of urgent economic, social, and
political challenges that are crucial to long term and

Introduction

Agriculture in Nigeria is a major branch of the
economy, providing employment for 70% of the
population. The sector is being transformed by
commercialization at the small, medium and large-
scale enterprise levels. Major crops include beans,
sesame, cashew nuts, cassava, cocoa beans,

groundnuts, gum arabic, kolanut, maize (corn), stability (Modupe Adebo, 2009).

melon, millet, palm kernels, palm oil, plantains, rice,

rubber. sorghum, soybeans and ym_(Olomola, Recognizing the usefulness of yOUthS in nation
2007). In 1990, 82 million hectares out of Nigeria's building and increase in agricultural production, ths
total land area of about 91 million hectares were Federal government has at different times initiatec
found to be arable, although only 42 percent of the programmes aimed at encouraging and eliciting the
cultivable area was farmed. Much of this land was interest of the youth in participating in economic
farmed under the bush fallow system, whereby land ventures as” a way reducing the level of
is left idle for a period of time to allow natural unemployment. Notably, the National Directorate of
regeneration of soil fertility. 18 million hectares were Employment (NDE) was established in 1986 1o
classified as permanent pasture, but had the potential provide Vocational training to the youth, and in 198
to support crops. Most of the 20 million hectares the Better Life Programme for rural womez
covered by forests and woodlands. are believed to programme was initiated with the aim of empowerin:z
have agricultural potential. (Olomola, 2007). women with emphasis on female youths in the rurz.

areas through skills acquisition, healthcare z-:
vocational trainings. In 1992, the Fadama progrz=
was initiated to alleviate food insecurity through at
year round farming by irrigation with the aim of

Globally, youth is described as the period in an
individual’s life this runs between the end of
childhood and entry into the world of work a . by
(Onuekwusi and Effiong, 2002). In Nigeria youths reducmg poverty, and creating employment fox
comprise all young people between the ages of 18 to youths in the rural areas.

35 (NNYDP, 2001). The definition of youth varies in
different countries. Youths are the largest generation
ever to enter the transition to adulthood. In
developing countries, youths constitute a greater

In 2008, statistics and evidence suggests an ageing
farming population in Nigeria, having an average zz=
of 47 years and life expectancy at 47-50 years (N53
2008 and Oboh et al., 2009). In 2009, the naticox

130
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unemployment rate rose to 19.7 percent with the
youth accounting for more than 75 percent (NBS,
2010). This evidence calls for increased involvement
of youths in agricultural activities which will help
reduce the problems of the ageing farm ‘population
and the increasing youth unemployment. Despite
these reports, incentives, programmes and the
‘expanding markets for primary and secondary
agricultural commodities, the involvement of the
youth in agricultural activities has steadily declined
in recent years (Adekunle et al. 2009).

In Nigeria, cocoa is a major export crop with revenue
of at least 34 billion naira derived annually from
export of cocoa beans alone, besides revenue from
cocoa by-product like butter, cake, liquor and powder
(Ibiremo, 2011). Cocoa is the leading non-oil foreign
exchange earner but the dominance of smallholders
and lack of farm labor due to urbanization hold back
production. In 1999, Nigeria produced 145,000 tons
of cocoa beans, but has the potential for over 300,000
tons per year. Rubber is the secondrlai'g"t;ﬁt_,non-oil
foreign exchange earner (Olomola, 2007). .~

Table 1: The World Cocoa production Level in 2004
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In the West African sub-region, cocoa is an important
export crop in Ghana, Cote dTvoire, Nigeria,
Cameroun, Togo and Sierra Leone. In 1992, 59.9 %
of the world's cocoa was produced by Africa, 25.5%
by Latin America and the Caribbean and the
remaining 14.6% by Asia and Oceania (Mossu,
1992). With current annual production of over one
million tonnes in Cote d'Ivoire and about 350,000
tonnes in Ghana, the two West African countries
account for over 40% of world supply. Cocoa
Theobroma cacao L. remains a major export in
Nigeria. In 1998 the Central Bank of Nigeria reported
that “a revenue of 7459.3 million Naira (US$ 53,280
at 140 per US$) was derived from dried cocoa beans
(half of the income attributed to the total export of
major agricultural products)”.

Nigeria was ranked 4th in the world production of
cocoa in 2004. Nigeria was able to produce 0.37
million metric tons of cocoa, which amounted to
10.28% of the world cocoa production that year (see
table 1).

Country

Production(million Metric Tons)

Cote d’Ivoire
Ghana
Indonesia
Nigeria
Brazil
Cambodia
Ecuador

d

133
0.74
0.45
0.37
0.17
0.13
0.09

Food & Agricultural Organization (FAO, 2004)

Cocoa farming creates employment at every stage of
production and could help in reducing the level of
youth unemployment in the country. It is against this
background that this research work se¢ks {6 make an
analysis of youths’ involvement in cocoa 'farming to
reduce unemployment level in Ondo State of Nigeria.

Objectives of the study
The specific objectives of the study are;

1. to determining the socio-economic attributes
of youths involved in cocoa farming in the
study area

2. identify cocoa farming activities that youths
are involved in the study area”™ /'

3. identify the factors constraining youths
participation in cocoa farming in the study
area

131

4. determine the relationship between the
socio-economic  aftributes and  cocoa
production in the study area

Materials and Methods
Area of the Study and Data collection

Ondo State of Nigeria was one of the seven states
created on 3rd February, 1976. It was carved out of
the former Western State. The state covered the total
area of the former Ondo Province. It lies between
latitudes 5°45' and 7°52'N and longitudes 4°20' and
6° OS'E. It has a land area of 15,500 square
kilometres. Ondo State is bounded on the east by Edo
and Delta states, on the west by Ogun and Osun
States, on the north by Ekiti and Kogi States and to
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the south by the Bight of Benin and the Atlantic
Ocean. It has a population of 3, 441, 024 people
(NPC, 2006).

The state has its capital in Akure with eighteen local
government areas. Like every other state in Nigeria,
the state has three senatorial districts; Ondo North,
Ondo South and Ondo Central. The major crops
grown in the state are; Cocoa, Maize, Kola,
Groundnut, Cassava, Cocoyam, Soyabean, Rice,
Sisal-hemp and Cowpea.

Sample and Sampling techniques

The multi — stage sampling technique was used 1@
draw a sample of 360 respondents from the state. Iz
the first stage, three local government areas werz -
purposely selected based on the level of cocee :
farming in the areas. In the second stage, thres
villages from each of the local government arezs
were purposely selected based on the number of

youth cocoa farmers in each village. In stage three.
40 youths who are involved in cocoa farming were

randomly selected from each village.

Table 2: Distribution of respondents by their Local Government areas and villages in the study area

LGA’s Villages No. of Total
Respondents
Akoko North East Ikare, 40
Kakumo 40
Akunu 40 120
Ose Ijagba 40
Umoru 40
Afo 40 120
Akoko North West Erusu 40
Ibaram 40
Ajowa 40 120
Total 360 360

The local govermnents and the villages were purposely selected based on the level of Cocoa production and farmizz
activities in the areas.

S

Analytical Techniques

Primary data for the study were obtained from a structured questionnaire administered to 360 respondenss::
Secondary information was obtained from the Ministry Agriculture, the State Agricultural Development Projecs
(ADP), and review of literatures. -

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequency, percentages and mean) and multiple regressions analysis.
Objectives 1 and 2 were analyzed using frequency and percentages; objective 3 analyzed with mean analysis; and
objective 4 with multiple regressions analysis. In identifying factors affecting youths participation in cocoa farming.
a five Likert — type Scale of “no effect, little effect, some effect, great effect and very great effect” with nominal
values 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were assigned to each scale. Items with Mean score of (xT > 3.0) were taken to have
significant effects while items with Mean Score (X < 3.0) were taken to have no significant effect on youths
participation in cocoa farming.

The multiple regression models are stated below;

h

Uh
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3-5 b f(X;, X2 Xs, Xas X5 X, X9, X;, B)'[.
here
Y = Cocoa Production (output per input) — Independent variable
X, — Xy = dependent variables
X, = Age (Years)
X, = Educational Level (Years)
X3 = Marital Status (Married/ Not Married)
X,= Sex (Male/Female)
X, = Extension contact (Frequency)
Xe= Social Participation (Belong/ Do not Bclong)
X, = Income Level (3 /per month)
X; = Civil employment status (employed/ not employed)
X, = Land Ownership (Own/Do not own)
e = Error term
8 = constant

Y = flo + BiX; + BaXa + B3Xs + BaXa + BsXs + PeXs+ PrX7+ PaXs+ PoXo + €
Results and Discussion

SO Y
Table 3 shows that 76% of the respondents‘had no ownership to land, 65% were employed in other ventures aside
agriculture, 52% had income level of between N25, 000 to N30, 000 per month, and 54% had no contact with
extension services. These results will negatively affect the level of the youth’s involvement in cocoa farming.

Table 3: Distribution of respondents according to their socio-economic attributes in the study area

Attributes Frequency Percentage
Age

15-19 e 174 48

20 - 24 b 82 23
25-29 67 : 19
30-34 23 ‘ 6

335 14 4
Educational Level
No formal Education 33 15
Primary Education 102 28
Secondary Education 173 48
Tertiary Education " 32 : 9
Marital Status il
Married v B 126 35
Not Married 234 65
Gender
Male 198 55
Female 162 45
Extension Contact -
Very often 42 12
Often 51 14
Not often A Ty 73 20
No contact o 194 54
Social Participation
Belong to social group 208 56
Do not belong to social group 152 _ 44
Income Level
25, 000 —30, 000 187 52
35, 000 - 40, 000 78 ‘ 22
45, 000 - 50, 000 67 19

) T'.‘Tl ;
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' >51, 000 28 7 f

Civil Employment Status

Employed 235 65 a9 (

Not Employed 125 35 .

Land Ownership i

Own ‘ 87 24

Do not own : 273 76

Source: Field Survey, 2012

Table 4 reveals that the youths involved more in farming activities relating to marketing (44%), storage (43% and

harvesting (40%). This shows that the major motivating factor in farm involvement was profit and returns from the

activities. Activities that will not bring immediate profit return would possibly be ignored. Bush clearing (38%).

digging of holes (35%) and drying and bagging (34%) could also result to income for the youths in the form of hired :

labour. Other activities are not seen as profitable enough to be undertaking.
il

Table 4: Multiple response of the Cocoa Farm Activities the Youths are involved in the study area

Farm Activities Frequency Percentage Rank
|

Marketing 162 44 1"
Storage 157 43 2
Harvesting ’ - 148 40 3%
Bush clearing 136 38 g"

: Digging of holes 127 35 -

Drying and Bagging 124 . 34 6"
Fertilizer application 97 27 i
Sorting of Cocoa seedlings 86 24 g"
Planting cocoa seedlings from the nursery 81 23 9™
Watering the crop P 72 20 10"
Weeding the crop " 69 19 1
Fermentation 65 18 12
Winnowing 58 16 13
Roasting 39 11 14"
Grinding 34 - 9 15"

Source: Field Survey, 2012

Table 5 indicates that the major factors that significantly affect youth’s involvement in cocoa farming are long tizs .
before returns (3.78), poor marketing outlet (3.63), insufficient capital (3.57), land tenure system (3.45), high cost &
inputs (3.40), inadequate credit facilities (3.31), less respect for farmers (3.23) and Low people’s perception & 3
farming (3.08). ! :
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Table 5: Mean representation of the multiple Response of the Factors Affecting Youths’ Involvement in
Cocoa Farming

Constraining Factors Mean Scores Rank
: Long time before returns L 3.78 ™
Poor market outlet = E 3.63 2%
Insufficient Capital 3.57 3
Land tenure system 3.45 4"
High cost of inputs 3.40 5t
Inadequate credit facilities ) 331 6"
Less respect for farmers 3.23 i
People’s low perception of farming 3.08 gt
Cumbersome farming activities 2.81 9"
Poor storage facilities i b 2.47 10"
Poor return to investment BRE 2.30 n®
Poor road conditions and networks 2.24 2"
Inadequate transport facilities 2.06 13*

Sources: Derived from Adekunle et al, 2009 and Gwary, et al, 2011, Cut-off point = x[ > 3.0

— Table 6 reveals age had significant effect on cocoa production with a negative coefficient. This implies that the
higher the age of the respondents, the lower their level of involvement in cocoa production. Educational level also
had negative coefficient. Civil employment status also had negative coefficient. It implies that the higher the
educational level, the lower the level of ilvolvement in cocoa production. Extension contact, Income level, and
Land ownership had positive and significant effect on cocoa production in the study area. Marital status, sex, and
social participation had not significant effect on youth’s involvement in cocoa farming,

Table 6: Multiple Regressions Results of the Relationships between the Socio-economic attributes and
Youths Involvement in Cocoa farming

Attributes Regressions Standard T — Values Results
Coefficients Error

Age . -0.0869 0.6084 -2.431* S

Educational Level -0.9463 0.7492 -3.110%* S

Marital Status 0.0013 0.1012 1.245 NS

Gender 0.0118 02918 1.460 NS

Extension Contacts 0.8101 0.9421 3.012%* S
- Social Participation 0.3112 0.5109 1.321 NS

Income Level 0.7361 0.0941 2.630* S

Civil Employment Status

i -0.0662 0.0084 -2.809* S
Land Ownership . 02116 0.3948 3210%* S

Source: Field Survey, 2012 T
**Significance at 1% level of Probability, *Significance at 5% level of Probability

Y

#  Conclusions

* The youth’s involvement in cocoa farming in the study area is anchored on expected returns and profits.

*  85% of the respondents had formal education but still the level of youth’s involvement was low this could
mean that cocoa farming is seen tg be for educationally backward and low class people in the study area.

*  48% of the respondents are in the %'gé bracket of 15 — 19 years of age.
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