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Abstract

The main aim of this study was to investigate the Teachers’ Views on the
Influence of Kindergarten Education on the Academic Performance of Primary
School Pupils in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. A descriptive
survey was adopted for the research, A total of 200 respondents participated in

thesmdybyrespondingtoaquestionnaireﬁﬂed"Teache:sVlewsonﬂle
Influence of Kindergarten Education on Academic Performance of Primary

School Pupils' Questionnaire” (TVIKEAPPSPQ), developed by the researchers.

In order to ascertain the validity of the instrument, draft copies were given to two
experts at Kwara State College of Education and two lecturers at the Department

of Counsellor Education University of Ilorin to determine the face and content
validity of the instrument. The reliability co- efficient of 0.69 was obtained using
the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient Formula. Two (2)
hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05alpha level of significance;
Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was used to analyse the hypotheses at 0.05 alpha
Ievel of significance. It was found that no significant difference existed on the
influence of kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils as expressed by teachers in Ilorin West Local Government on the basis of
teaching experience and class taught. Also, kindergarten Education influenced
the pupils reading skills and enhances pupils speaking skills. Based on the
findings of the study, it was recommended amongst others that good facilities and
teaching materials should be provided by the government for teaching in

Kindergarten schools; this will help in effective transition to primary schools.
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introduction £
[he development of any country depends on hoyv educalcd the m.nzcns ::;
Ihis s why education is regarded as a wcapo.n agmnst ignorance, Wh
poverty. It is a general consensus that education is a means through which an
individual is guided to develop intellectually and for the upliftment o.f the socu:ly
in which he or she lives. Education being an indispensable tool in pation bulldlng
is a process of systematic training and instruction designed to transmut
knowledge and acquisition of skill, potentials and abilities which will enable an
individual to contribute efficiently to the growth and development of his society
and nation. It involves all round development of an individual physically,
socially, morally, intellectually, and mentally (Osakwe, 2006)
Pre-primary education as defined by Omozeghian (1995) is the education
meant for children between the ages of 3 and 6 years. The National Policy on
Education (2004) described pre-primary education as the education given in an
educational institution to children aged 3-5 years plus prior to their entering the
pmmryscbool.mtistosaythateadyeducaﬁonisaspccialldnd of education
provided in an institution for children, prior to their entering the primary school.
Eadychﬂdhoodeducaﬁon,intheooMextoffomaleducaﬁoncmbcsaidtobea
formalized educational process to which children between the ages of two and
half through five plus are subjected to pre-school institution (Mezieobi, 2006).
This is a social expuienccibrchﬂdrenfmth:iruansiﬁonﬁomhome to school.
Thegoalisthatchildmnshouldbetakencareofandnomishedin children's
gmdmﬁkeplminagreengardenmtermkindergamisusedarmmdthg
world to describe variety of different institutions that have been developed for
children ranging from the ages of two to seven (Mezieobi, 2006). Children attend
kmdag?nen to learn to communicaie, play and interact with others
le. A teacher provides various materials and activities to motivate
wmmMMWMMbMOfmmmm
science, as well as that of music art and social behaviours. For children who have
ﬁ;evwbwmﬁm’_mmakiﬂdﬂgmmy serve as an alternative
me, to help them adjust without anxiety, when they are not with their parents. It
may be their first opportunity to play and interact with a consistent group of
C‘m‘hm_ onaregular basis. Kindergarten may also allow mothers, fathers or other
care-givers to go back to part-time or full-time employment. Educational
£ 3 5 status
of parents has been found to explain academic behaviour of children.
positive significance on the academic . ¥ b 2
performance of students. This supports the

g
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il hesis that educated parents motivate their children to study harder and
have better results (Mezieobi, 2006). g
Early years in life are the most important to the formation of n.xtelhgence,
personality and social behaviour of a child. The yeara child reaches Kindergarten
are among the most critical in his or her life to influence learning. That is why
modern societies show serious concern for the education of their young ones by
providing needed support to prepare them to succeed later in school (Ejieh,
2006). It is common practice in most societies to make provision for childhood
education programmes for various sorts for children below the official school-
going age (usually 6years) mainly to prepare them for education in primary
*schools (Obidike, 2012). The Federal Government of Nigeria recognizes the
importance of early childhood education in Nigeria and as a result it was given
prominence in the National Policy of Education (FRN, 2004) as one of the
programmes in the Nigerian educational system.

Mahuta (2007) stated that the aim of Early Childhood Care Development
and Education (ECCDE) is to foster the proper development of the children,
identify and address their problems, harness their potentials, mould their
character, enhance their learning equip them for life, so that their actions are
channelled towards positive personal, communal and global development in all
ramifications ofTife.

Maduwesi (1999) refers to eatly education care and Education as education
offered to children who ha ve not yet reached the statutory age of beginning
primary school He further maintain that it is a semi-formal education
arrangement usually outside home where by young children from about the age
of 3 years are exposed through play like activities ina grup setting memntal, social
and physical learning suited to their developmental stages, until the mandatory
age of government approved formal schooling.

Early childhood education experiences according to Barnard (2001),
positively affect later home and school involvement in education. A child v.ho
fails to acquire early education may suffer emotionally, socially, intellectually
and even physically if he is trusted into the primary school without a sustainable
early childhood education experience that will give him a solid foundation in the
primary school. Therefore, for the effective and efficient unlocking and
development of a child's latent abilities, attitudes and other forms of behaviour of
positive values in the society in which he lives, early childhood education
becomes very important. This is of utmost importance becanse researches on

early childhood education have shown that early childhood education
experiences have great xmpact on all areas of a ?hlld‘s deyelopfnent and that the
first teacher is an extremely important person in the child's life. According to
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ck (1987), early childhood education is an asset
academic performance. The transition from
hool level has a great effect on the academic

behaviour of pupils. It prepares them for the task ahead. While in the kindergarten
Jevel, children have already learnt how to communicate, play and interact with
other children, this enables them to adjust properly into the primary school level

(Feeney etal., 1987).

Academic performance refers to the academic status of the students. The
academic performance of students shows the degree of understanding and :
success in learning activities. According to Kolawole (2004), it determines the
extent to which the instruction and objectives have been achieved as a result of
teaching. Also according to (Aluko, 2004), academic performance is the level of

s whether poor or good. Itis -

achievement of students in their academic activitie

the level of their responsiveness to what they are being taught in the school.
Academic performance gives opportunity to the learner in every learning
situation to appraise or verify his stard or his achievement in the tasks given to

him.

Feeney, Christensen and Moravi
of immense value in the later
kindergarten class to primary sc

Statement of the Problem

The educational system has been in a state of permanent crises that it has

lost quality, efficacy and functionality over the years (Eriba, 2011)> Early
childhood education in Nigeria is not left out in this crisis which tends to make
the gains of education less spectacular. The quality of the teachers determines the
strength of any educational system and the values of the learners (Okoro, 2004).
In Nigeria Kindergarten education today, the teacher quality is very low. Itis only
a few of the nursery schools especially those owned by educational institutions,
wealthy individuals and private companies that can afford to engage the services
of universities graduate teachers and holders of Nigeria Certificate in Education

(NCE) qualification.

Some pupils perform better than others in the same class; this may be due to
their exposure to the kindergarten education (Feeney etal., 1987).Asa result, the
researchers intend to investigate how kindergarten education can influence

academic behaviour of primary school pupils.
Not much has been written on the teachers views on influence of

kindergarten education on academic behaviour of primary school pupils in Ilorin
West Local Government Area, Kwara State. This is the reason the researchers
influence of kindergarten education on

want to investigate the teacher's views on
the overall performance of primary school pupils taken into consideration the

variables of teaching experience, class taught.

wdatal
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Research Questions
The following major questions were formulated for the purpose of this study:
1. Whatisthe teachers view on influence of kindergarten education onthe
- rmance of primary school pupils inIlorin, Kwara State?

9. TIsthereany difference in the teachers view on influence of kindergarten
education on academic performance of primary school pupils on the
basis of teaching experience?

3 [sthere any difference in the teachers view on influence of kindergarten
educationon the academic performance of primary school pupils on
the basis of class taught?

Research Hypotheses
The following research hypotheses have been formulated for the study:

1. There is no significant difference in the teachers view on influence of
kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils on the basis of teaching experience.

2. There is no significant difference in the teachers' view on influence of
kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils on the basis of class taught.

Methodology
Research Design

The research design that was used for this study is the descriptive survey
method. In a descriptive survey method, the researcher collects information from
a representative sample in which inferences are drawn about the perception of the
population. The main purpose of the study was to find out the teachers views on
influence of kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils in Ilorin West Local Government of Kwara State, Nigeria. Therefore, the
research design that was adopted for thisisa descriptive survey research design.
The study used questionnaire in order to determine the opinions and views of the
sample of interest to the research.

Population, Sample and Sampling Procedure

The population for the study comprised all primary school teachers in Ilorin
West Local Government while the target population consisted of two hundred
(200) primary school teachers selected from Ilorin West Local Government of
Kwara State. These respondents were randomly selected from ten (10) selected

n?




International Journal of Educational Management (LJEM) Vol. 13, No. 1, 2015
Pz S0t

primary schools in the local government. Information required was collected
through the use of a questionnaire, while inferences were drawn from the result

of the findings, which provided some insight into the general nature of
kindergarten education experienced on academic behaviour of primary school

pupils.

Instrumentation

The instrument that was used for the research was designed by the
researchers and it is titled “Teachers Views on the Influence of Kindergarten
Education on Academic Performance of Primary School Pupils Questionnaire
(TVIKEAPPSQ)”. .

The questionnaire consists of two sections. Section A consists of two items
on the respondents demographic data which are teaching experience and class
taught, section B consists of 30 items on teachers view on influence of
kindergarten education on academic behaviour of primary school pupils. The
responses were fashioned after four point Likert rating scale where the
respondents were required to indicate their level of agreement with the 30 -
statements by ticking against each statement any of the following options: of
Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD)asthe
case may be. The weight assigned to SA, A, D and SD were 4, 3, 2and 1
respectively.

Psychometric Properties of the Instrument

Validity

Hassan (1995) explained validity to be the extent to which an instrament
measures what it is intended to measure. Therefore, in order to ascertain the
validity of the instrument of this study, the draft copy was given to two experts in

- the College of Education Liorin and two lecturers at the Department of Counsellor

Education, University of Ilorin. Both face and content validity were used for
validating the instrument.

Reliability

Stangor (2004) opined that the reliability of a measuring instrument is the
extent to which the instrument is free from random error, thus measuring over
time the variables of interest. To establish the reliability of the instrument, testre
test method was carried out to ascertain the reliability of the instrument. 200
questionnaire forms were administered to some selected primary school teachers
who were not part of the respondents for the study. The instrument was
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administered twice with the interval of three weeks. The two tests scores were
correlated using Pearson's Product Correlation Coefficient Formula. The
coefficient was found to be 0.69 which was good enough for the study

Results ;
The analyzed data were used to answer the three research questions posed earlier.
The results were presented in Tables 1-4. .

Tablel
. Distribution of respondents based on Teaching Experience and Class Tt aught

Variable Frequency Percentage (%)
Teaching Experience
1-5 years 86 43.0
5-10 years 74 37.0
10 years above 40 20.0
Total 200 100.0
Class Taught -
Primary 1 31 15.5
Primary 2 39 19.5
Primary 3 53 26.5
Primary 4 21 10.5
Primary 5 24 12.0
Primary 6 32 16.0
Total 200 100.0

Table 1 reveals that 86 respondents representing 43.0% have 1-5 years
teaching experience, 74 respondents representing 37.0% have 5-10 years'
experience while 40 respondents representing 20% have 10 years and above
teaching experience. 31(15.5%) respondents are teachers of primary one,
39(19.5%) respondents are primary two teachers, 53/26.55) respondents are
primary three teachers, 21(10.50%) respondents are four teachers, 24(12.0%)
respondents are primary five teachers and 32(16.0%) respondents are primary
six teachers.
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Tatle2
M- =2 Dok Owdon nf Rosnondents o7 the influence of Kindergorten
Edprontionen rumils’ Academic Performance Rt M i
S/No ___As far as am concerned, kindergarics cdugatisn:  Maean Nesiiia
1 enhanaes pupile randisg shidls 3.0 2P
12 enkonnnn prnile cneaking skills 354 2“d
3 Teaches the tuduucuis of nuinuwaa and lutived 3.52 '.Zm
3 encourages pupils to ack guestions in claes 3.46 4
10 preparcs pupils adeyualsly Tux paraay suiwol level 3.38 Sm
2 scoTess s bk Hoonlly 3.34 6 :
15 encourages pupils to recite rhymes and poems fluently 3.327 7',‘
8 encourages effective unlocking and devaicpmant o 2,30 8"
child 1atcnt abilities
6 encourages a kind of security for future acadeinic 3.29 o i
performance
13 incilc sie in (he child the spirit of inquiry and creativity  3.24 10
through the exploration of nature
20 develop the habit of doing assignment from home 3.22 %
4 Instils confidence in pupils when in class 3.20 v
9 enhances pupils writing skills 3.17 &
11 Teaches pupils the rudiments of colours and shapes 3.14 14"
i8 Develops in children how to count numbers in adding  3.12 5
and subtraction
17 Enhances adequate reasoning skills 2.99 16"
19 Enhances pupils ability to interact freely with mates 295 ¥
and teachers
7 Provides good foundation for the next ievel 2.68 1>
14 Encourages pupils to take part in sporting activities 2.63 19"
i6 Prepares pupils for future career 2.38 20%
It ssiEbic 2iia 123 ot om 1 vne ranked first with the mean

The 162501 S5 15040 2 ICvoniva wate ivoiis & -

score of 3.67 and states "enhances pupils reading skills.” Items 12 was ranked .o
with a mean scores of 3.54 and states "enhances pupils speaking skills." While
item 3 was ranked 3" with a meai scoic of 3.52 and staics “icachcs the rudim

of numbers and letters.”

However, item 7 was ranked 18" with a mean score of 2.68 and states
"srovides good foundation for the next level.” Item 14 was ranked 19" with a
%z;ln score og 2.63 and states :encourages pupils to part in sporting activities.”

e item 16 was ranked 20" wi "
i ith a mean score of 2.38 and states "prepares

Hypoﬂmsecs Testing

.Hy.pothes‘_s 1: mem isno sign-iﬁcant difference in the teacher's views on the
mﬂmee. : Mgmn education on academi¢ performance of primary school
pupils in lorss West Local government on the basis of teaching experience.
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ANOVA on the Influence of Kindergarten Education on Academic Performance 1
;J}Primary School Pupilson the Basis of teaching experience 3
"ﬁ;c'l;i;;—- N Mean SD F-value p-value Decision 0
experience
1-Syears 86 44.72 450 0.001 6.991 HO:1
5-10years 74  44.68 498 Accepted
10years 40 45.01 4.78
above )
Table 3 reveals that the p-value 0£ 0.991 is greater than the 0.05 alpha level
of significance. Therefore hypothesis one which statss that there is no significant
the influence of kindergarten

difference in the perception of teachers on

education on academic performance of primary school pupils on the basis of

teaching experience by teachers is therefore accepied. This means thai no ;
difference was found among the respondents. No matter the years of teaching, f
teachers will identify the children who go through kindergarten education

through their academic performance in the primary level.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the teachers' views on

influence of kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school

pupilsin Horin West Local Government on the basis of class taught.

Table4
ANOVA of Respondenis on the Influence of Kindergarten Education on
Academic Performance of Primary School Pupils au the Basis of Class Taught

Teaching N Mean S F-value p-value Decision
expe:ience =

Primaryl 31 41.27 NI 2.01 0.232 HO2
Primary2 39 4239 4.71 Accepted

Primery3 53 41.87 3.36
Primary4 21 42.54 5.09

PrimaryS 24 4301 4.11
Primary6 32 42 69 598

‘ Table 4 reveals that the p-value 0f0.232 is greater than the 0.05 alpha level
of significance. Therefore, hypothesis two which states that the;e 1s no
significant difference in the perception of teachers on the influence of
kindergarten education on the academic performance of primary school pupils

121



2 International Journal of .

on .

diﬁ%;isls of class taught is hereby not rejected. It indicated that no significant
kinde © was found. The respondents believed that the pupils that go th{Ough
Cl&sersgmen education will also perform better when they g0 through primary

o

"_fable 1 shows the distribution of respondents on the basis of tez}ching
expenience and class taught. Table 2 showed the item by item analysis and
ranking order of the teachers views on influence of education on academic
performance of primary school pupils in Iorin West Local Government Area,
Kwara State.

Tables 3 and 4 showed the analysis of hypotheses generated and tested. The
hypotheses were tested using the Analysis of Variance (ANOVA). Two
hypotheses were tested at 0.05 aipha level of significant. The two hypotheses
were not rejected. The following results were derived from the analysis of the

hypotheses.
1. There is no significant difference in the teacher's views on influence of

kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils in Torin West Local Govermsaent on the basis of teaching
experience.

2. There is no significant difference in the teacher's views on influence of
kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school
pupils in Jiorin West Local Government on the basis of class taught.

Discussion

Understanding the teacher’s views on influence of kindergarten education
on academic performance of primary school pupils in Horin West is one of the
objectives of this investigation. ‘Such understanding is crucial in knowing the
importance of kindergarien education (0 pupils before going 10 primary school.

The present study was therefore conducted to throw more light on the teachers' ':
views on influence of kindergarten education on primary education of primary >-§
school pupils. H

These results from the analyzed data revealed that 86 respondents have
taught for 1-3 years representing 43.0% of the total respondents, 74 respondents l
representing 37. 0% has taught for 5- 10 years, while 40 respondents
representing 20% have taught for 10years and above.

According to the distribution of respondents on the basis of class taught, 31
respondents representing 15.5% are teachers of primary one pupils, 39

respondents representing 19.5% were primary two teachers, 53 respondents
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representing 26.5% were primary three teachers. Also 21 responacnts

representing 10.5% were primary four teachers, 24 responder’ e n,,ﬂn,;eg
12.0% were primary five teachers while 32 respondents representing i
primary six teachers.

On mean and rank order on the teachers views on influence ofkmdc?rga“f,t:;
education on academic performance of primary schoo! pupils in Horin £
Local Government Area, Kwara State, item 1 ranked first with a mean score od
3.67 and states "enhances pupils reading skills". While item 1f2 e »
second with a mean score of 3.54 and state "enhancing pupils speaking s'];nlls .

Also items 7 was ranked 18" with a mean score of 2.68 states provides

good foundation for the next level.” -

The first hypothesis dealt with the teacher's views on influence of
kindergarten education of academic performance of primary school pupils based
on teaching experience. This hypothesis was ot rejected and goes o agree with
the work Feeney (1987) suggested that early childhood education 1s ant asset of
immense value in the later academic performance. They further explained that
transition from kindergarten class to primary school level hasa greateffectonthe

academic behaviour of pupils and it prepares them for the task ahead.

Hypothesis Two stated that there is no significant difference in the teachers’
views on influence of kindergarten education academic performance of primary
school pupils based on class taught. The hypothesis was not rejected. The
hypothesis agreed with the study of Bernard (2001) which stated that the early

childhood education experiences positively affect later school involvement in
ificant in the academic

education. Kindergarten education has a positive signift
performance of students.

Conclusion

Based on the findings reported in the previous chapter and discussion, the
following major conclusions were drawn: ,

Tﬁe-ﬁndings mvet?led that there is no significant difference in the teachers'
views on influence of kindergarten education of primary school pupils in Hlorin
West Local Government Area of Kwara State based on the class taught by
te_achers.’rms goesalong way to agree with the assertion that the transition from
kindergarten classes to primary school level has a great effect on the academic
p?rformance of the pugﬂs. It prepares them well for the task ahead. While in the
kindergarten levels, children have already learnt how to communicate, play and
interact with other children and so many teaching materials which the;! comei
contact thl;l at ;;ml:ary level. This in turn enables them to adjust properly into ﬂfel
primary school level. Participation in well impl i
e oI plemented early childhood

programme can have significant long term effects on school progress
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as measured by lncreased pmmoﬁon decrease need for specml education and
completion ofhigh school. ‘ _

There is no significant difference in the teachers’ views on mﬂuence ¢_)f
kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school pupils 1
Horin west local government area of Kwara state based on the years of teaching
experience of the teachers. This result aligns with the mean and rank fn-der of the
respondents (teachers) on the teachers views on influence of kindergarten
education on academic performance of primary school pupils. They went t:or
items 1, 12, 3 and 5 which state that kindergarten education enhances pupils
reading skills, enhances pupils speaking skills, teaches the rudiments of numbers
and letters and encourages pupils to ask questions respectively.

Finally from the above statements, it is concluded that an individual who

fails to acquire early education may suffer emotionally, socially, intellf:cnlaﬂy
and even physically if he/she is trusted into the primary school w1thout.a
sustainable early childhood education experience that will give him/her solid

foundation in primary school.

Recommendations
examined the teachers' views on influence of

This study has carefully
kindergarten education on academic performance of primary school pupils in

Tlorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. It is therefore on the basis of
the result of this study and all that have been discussed that the researchers at this
junction wish tomake the following recommendations:

Since kindergarten education enhances primary pupils reading and

ing skills, effective measures should be ensured in the training of early
childhood teachers through adequate scholarships.

State government should assist in the production of textbooks in spoken
language this will enhance pupils' spoken English, spelling and encourage pupils’'
ability inasking questions in class.

Facilities and teaching aids should be provided for children in the
kindergarten schools for effective leamning. Government should regulate salary
for all teachers in early childhood education as well as scheol fees; this will
determine quality development of kindergarten education in Nigenia.

124

5
3
i
|
3




Teachers Vitwson

M%__ BB '
R . S3eN ‘b‘.dml“‘mmmw&vmmm

eferenceg

Aluko, TF
> LE(2004), p
Ibadan- FemSan:[:l? cag; ::ucafiouist on academic performance of pupils,

Bamard WM. 2001) g,
Ong-term Schog
E: *University
jieh, M. U, ,
Pmblgigzo?f)frem mary Education in Nigeria: Policy Implementation  and

eirieved e e
Febmaryg{}n_ Jrom http//iikogretim-online.org.tr on the 11

Intervention, Parent Involvement in Early Schooling  and
! Success. Doctoral Dissertation, Unpublished,
of Wisconsin, Madison.232122

ba, 10. (2011). Nigeria at fifty: an appraisal of her Educational system. A
%?e!‘ presented at the 5 Annmal National Conference of the school of
ucation College of Education Katsina—Ala on the 1 1* August 201 1

Feeney, S. Christensen, D. Moravcik, E. (1987). Who Am 1 in the Lives of Children'.
Columbus Ohio: Merill Publishing Company

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). National policy on Education (4" Ed).
Lagos:NERDC Press.

Hassan, T. (1995). Understanding research in education. Lagos. Merrifield:
Publishing Company.

Kolawole, M.C.{2004). Research of academically talented student, Toadan: Ayoola
Printing Press.

Maduewesi, E.J. (1999). Early childhood Education, Theory and Practice.
Lagos: Macmillan Nigeria Publishers Limited.

Mahuta, M. G. (2007). Puroduction to saciological Foundation of Education.
Sckoto: But-bass Educational Books.

Mezieobi, K. (2006). Pre-primary Education: The Dilemma of Relevance in
Contemporary Nigeria

Cbidike, 1.V. (2012). Towmds Effective Early Childhood Care awd Education
Programme in Nigeria. Journal of teacher Perspective 6 (3){(307-513).

Okero, D.C.U. (2004). Universal Basic Education. In E.A Yoloye and A.O Osiyale
{Eds) Burning issues in Nigeria education. Ibadan: Wamilore Press.

Omozeghian, G.E. (1995). Comparative Education. Agbor: P.ON. Publishers Ltd.

Osakwe R.N. (2006). Undersianding teaching profession. Benin tity: Osssu
Printing Press.

Stangor, C.O. (2004). Research methods for behavioural sciences. Boston:
Houston Mifftin Company.

125




