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Democratization, Governance and the Challenges of Nigeria's
National Security: Lessons from Nigeria's Electoral History
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Abstract

One of the fundamental goals of any civilized society is to ensure the
maintenance of law and order which in turn guarantees the general
security of the entire citizenry. An important avenue for achieving this is
to ensure a credible democratic process devoid of violent transition of
power from one regime (0 the other The national security dilemma in
Nigeria today is an indication of the near failure of the Nigeria's
democratization and governance processes. Given the strategic position
and role of the Nigerian state in the West African sub-region and Africa in
general, the national security situation has far reaching effects not only
on the Nigerian state and its people but on the region as a whole. This
paper examines the interwoven relationship between democratization,
governance and Nigeria 's national security looking at the countries
electoral history. The paper contends that there is a link between
democratization, governance and national security. While a violence-
free electoral process enhances the democratization process and foster
national security, a violence-ridden democratic process does the
opposite. The paper through a careful review of existing secondary
information and a critical analysis of the country's electoral history
submit that one of the challenges facing the countries national security is
clectoral violence which results from or leads to flawed elections. The
paper. however, conclude that consolidating Nigeria's democratization
process, ensuring effective governance and enhancing national security
can be achieved through avibrant and transparent electoral process.

Keywords: Governance, Democratization, National Security, Electoral
Violence, Election, Electoral Process
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Introduction
Governments all over the world are by virtue of the social
contract theory, cxpected to guarantee law and order, social infrastructure

_ and justice for their citizen. A country's national security is one of the

major yard sticks for measuring the success or otherwise of the
administration operating within its confines (Adekunle, 2012: 137). The
nexus between democracy, good governance and national sccurity
cannot be over emphasized, as national security forms the bedrock for
democracy and governance and without which both lose their moral
imperatives. There is no gain saying the fact that one of the most
significant roles of the state is to protect its citizens and territorial
integrity. As such one of the most important objectives of democratic
regime is to guarantee general welfare and security for the entire
populace. The attainment of democratic rule and good governance is a
function of the dynamics of national security. It is also important to note
that the correlation between national security, democracy and good
governance remains inseparable in the sense that democracy and
governance loses their moral imperatives when they are not premised on
robust national security. .

The Nigerian state since gaining independence in 1960 has
struggled to establish a democratic government (Babatunde, 2012:113).
Nigeria is an amalgam of various ethnic groups pitched against each
other in a contest for power and resources that have reflected in the
political process, occasionally threatening the corporate existence of the
state (Babatunde, 2012:113). Since the commencement of the present
Fourth Republic the entire electoral and governance processes have been
major sources of threat to the country's national security and an important
obstacle to the democratization process. The democratization process has
been undermined by the nation's failure in the provision of adequate
national security. As such the lack of good governance in the country can
be connected to the absence of democratic ethos and the increasing threat
of general insecurity (Okoroafor et.al, 2012:135). This present situation
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