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Betrayal and Redemption: A Th.eologica]
Exploration of Luke 22:1-6 and its Mora]
Lessons for Nigerian Christians

Daniel, Mary Taiye, PhD

Abstract _ s )
al and economic transition after over 50 years of inge.

Nigeria is going through a period of politic N ; e
pegldence.gDesiite this fact, the country is richly blessed with linguistic, ethnic, political, culgyg]
and religious diversity. There are three basic religions in the country which includes Christizmity,

Islam and Africa Traditional Religion. Christianity as one of the rrTajor religions has often addresseq
. the issue of bribery as well as gave several moral lessons in guiding the lives of its adherents. Thy,
study explores the theological significance of Luke 22:1-6, focusing on Judas’ betrayal and its impli-

cations for Nigerian CHristians. Despite the religiosity, discipleship and the closeness ofleaming at
the feet of Christ, he still managed to get deceived by the Devil and finally betrayed Christ. Through
Biblical exegesis, narrative, descriptive and theological reflection, this paper examines the complex
interplay between human sin and divine providence. The study reveals that Jesus’ sacrifice serves
as a paradigm for redemption, forgiveness, and loyalty. This research applies biblical principles to
contemporary Nigerian contexts, addressing themes such as .:ithe nature of sin and Judas betrayal,
bribery in Nigeria and its effects, trusting God’s sovereignty amidst challenges, and embracing re-
demption and forgiveness. Findings reveal that, this study will contribute tremendously to biblical
scholarship providing moral guidance for all Christians, and as well enhances understanding of re-
demption and forgiveness. It concludes and recommends among others that, the Nigerian Chris-
tians should embrace the valuable moral lessons provided in Luke 22:1-6, among which are, loyalty
and faithfulness in the face of temptation, trusting God's sovereignty amidst uncertainty and em-

bracing forgiveness and redemption

Keywords:  Luke 22:1-6, betrayal, redemption, forgiveness, Nigerian Christians, biblical exegesis,
theological reflection

Introduction
VER THE YEARS, THE ISSUE OF BRIBERY HAS BECOME A PECULIAR PROBLEM TO

all societies across the globe. Bribery in Nigeria is a phenomenon that began

from the grass root which has expanded its roots to all parts of human en-

deavor. Bribery can be found in virtually all facets of life which is not limited to the re-

ligious endeavor of man. The concept of bribery in Nigeria is not new in Nigeria, the

country had continued to experience various kind of bribery and corruption in the
country as the years passed.

The preamble of the Nigerian constitution as amended in 1989, stipulates o
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rereign nation under God, This indicates that (he
AT amoral nation, |
recognizes Nigeria as a secular nation, with hetero
stitution als‘]) N’iih many cultures. This has been specified in th
groups conb ZL Thus, a se'cular State is a state where re
independencl. in politics and no formal relation to the state, Individya] citizens haye
recog“ized i sfience and religion; and freedom from discrimination on the basis
2 freedom (flfhcl(s)?s aiffen'ent from a theocratic or 3 religious state,
of religion- ften times serve
The Bible has over o
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constitution recog-
ians as religious people and as well 45
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naddition, the con-
geneous and ethpje
€ constitution sinee
ligion communitjes have no

niz

d as a guide to how mora] standards are laid
. . . . > l
he Christians. It has served as a guide to modeling their lives on Koy to actatal
fort

rist which can be seen in the book of Luke 22 explained how

times. The betralz’ . Eirccr}: (l:ft z:\l}i]fe who is not firm in Christ. The manner at which Ju-
the denllican 'tade 1(; othoer disciples in betraying Jesus has often been a matter of great
dgenthe 19 I?Christians at large. Ministers and preachers of the word, has often
gurefilnessiion g ral methods in addressing this issue and also by constantly re;
(e em}})]]o-yii:;\r/:gation about how important it is to avoid any issue that pertains
minding their : :
tobetrayal and bl:;;)li?analyzing the biblical narration of the betrayal and bn'bery.of

I pa}?er - the book of Luke 22:1-6, conceptualize the term bribery a.nd point
et s in the bible passage and how it would inﬂueche the life of the
o t}?e néohr:i]si?:flzr;specially in the navigation of their Christian Life.
Nigerian

’ Betrayal .
flegson fO'rJudifu:h}e?.(i?ourygospels in the scriptures COHC'el'f““g thelbetrf;fc"ii; giffjﬁecsllllli
The narrathe? (i are germane events of disloyalty in Christian theo (zlga};) i
by Judas gcangctl what Judas Iscariot thought of Jesus when he((]ilsl dEuia e et
to c?ncltl e ex nyd what transpired between them that.made Ju Fmem i
dpcipe ofJeSU.S ; are given as reasons for Judas's behaylour towzilr S S0 Fnsiesre
i Exp]alr\lllatlfni or “}g{abbi " These reasons include bribery and demonic p
as “Master : : 7).
jsr?:frsated by the gospels (Matt. 26:15, Llli(fe 22.3,'1323 ilft(,?l)lappen- The Gospels sug-
2 Is, Jesus himself permi : itted the in-
ACCOI'dlng to the gospels, 1d betray Him, and he perm B
lier that Judas wou y : n as setting in
bt that.Jesus knewlfjvrv God’s plan to be fulfilled (His betra.yal lev }S]?:h according to
c1de.nce t]: orde]:tzotliat led to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurr}fcilon, it Nl ol
?}?rtils(:;;n fh:;?ogy brought salvation to hun:]anl‘fy- g?srtcil;xﬁzjon),psus had pre-
’ Itimately destine ing the last supper
ardless of the betra al, Jesus was u : ere having
cgi'r celss Ol' hat “Oille of you will betray me” when they w ).and immediately, Judas
Icted earlier tha ke 22:7-38 and 1 cor. 11:23-25). . est Jesus. Ju-
(Matt 26:17-29, Mark 14:12-25, Luke 22:7 ities that were seeking to arr
- 2b17-29, 3 Roman authorities tha d over his master to
left the table to meet with the Ro ieces of silver to hand o K el
ward of 30 pieces ce, of a moral s
das requested for amonetary re _ n’s trust or confidence, g o
them with 4 kiss. Betrayal is violating a perso be unfaithful to a very close p
dard; to give over to an enemy by treachery; to
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Judas whom Jesus had chosen was a close friend of Jesus, confidential servan, , -
taker in apostolic ministry and given the honour of miraculous gifts: he was a trygge,
friend of Jesus. This implies that a person cannot be betrayed by an enemy but r4¢},.

person whom is trusted the most. To be betrayed is something thag

er a very close _
really hurts, and Judas Iscariot betrayed his master (Jesus) with a kiss for monetary

gratification.
ariot could be viewed as a mysterious blend of

However, the actions of Judas Isc
iral and spiritual factors. The natural aspect of it can be related to everyday chojc-

nati
es made by Judas Iscariot. According to John 12:6, the treasurer of Jesus’ ministry; an(
y from the account. The small purse that Jesus’ followers, includ-

began stealing mone
ing women who had been delivered from evil spirits and diseases (Luke 8:1-3), used tgo
collect contributions was entrusted to Judas’ care, but he exploited this position, cor-
rupting the sacred trust into an opportunity for personal gain and selfishness. Thus,
Judas Iscariot eventually became a thief because of greediness and not being content,
he thought he could make more money by selling his master to the Jewish authorities,
Besides the natural aspect of the story, lie is a mysterious operation of Satan. Ac-
cording to Luke 22:3, and John 13:27, Satan entered Judas's heart to betray Jesus; Sa-
tan had been preparing Judas by tempting him to steal money that was in his care,
making him ready to accept the offer to betray Jesus for more money. The Scripture
is silent whether God created Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus or not. However, it tells us
that Judas betrayed Jesus by the choice he made. Judas became the betrayer by allow-
ing himself to be used by satanic influence as a result of his lust and greed for mon-
ey. This same Satan has not changed his strategy; what happened to Judas Iscariot is
happening every day in Christendom. The desire for pleasure, luxury, wealth, power,
or fame among people who calls themselves “Servants of God” cannot be ignored.
Nevertheless, Judas betrayal of Jesus is seen as setting in motion the events that led
to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection which according to Christian theology brought
salvation to humanity. According to Ontario Consultants on Religions Tolerance, an-
other explanation is that regardless of the betrayal, Jesus was ultimately destined for

crucifixion.

Biblical Narration of Luke 22:1-6

According to Luke 22:1-6;
Now the festival of unleavened bread, called the Passover was approaching and

the chief priests and the teachers. The law were looking for some way to get rid of
Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered Judas called Iscariot,
one of the twelve. And Judas went to the Chief Priests and the officers of the temple
guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and
agreed to give him money. He consented and watched for an opportunity to hand

Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.

Luke 2221 “Now the festival of unleavened bread called ‘Passover’ was approaching”



a1l .0 ‘.‘(“-‘ S ‘.: \‘FLIC[ONS & pEACE E
LAS \\l\ L€ 1 OTUDI S | vol 6 NO 1) ‘)
‘ ! . C[Ub@,' # 4
) / ][)4

feast of the unleavened bread (Passover)
The 18

was first celely
: s o St c rated at the |. i
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-

orherbs. They must dress up, having their staffs in their hands, stang;

C C Ste

ith an unleavened bread as they eat the meal in 3 hy, » Standing by the meg]
witt ¢ ITy.

<, God commanded them to observe it when they o ; e
"nszoﬂﬂtuml Celebration.where people travel far andti::rt tt(()) ;};:tillriozls?d I.“and. It
day of atonement for their natural sin. “So this day shall be to you apm:: in. it »-vas a
\.0;1 shall keep it as a‘feast t9 the Lord throughout your generations, Yoy sr}:]‘)]rllil, anfl
:qfeast by an everlasting ordinance forever, (Exodus 12:14). . all keep it

Luke 22:2 “And the chief priests and the teachers the Jay we
way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people’—Eye
had to kil and eat the meal of amale lamb of a year, apply the bl
cording to the instructions and commandments of God. They w
Jeath of an innocent soul_twhile the feast was going on.

Luke 22:3 “Then Satan entered Judas Called Iscariot, one of the twelve"—The
leaders of Israel were in a state of dilemma. They hated Jesus and they also feared the
pe0p1€~ Judas walking up to deliver Jesus to them was an opportunity. The Bible re-
corded that Satan entered into Judas. Judas is someone who had walked with Jesus
he has preached the gospel, healed the sick and even cast out demon from people. Ié
is written in James 4:3 that; “therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
fromyou.” Assuming he had submitted himself to the leadership of Christ and is filled
with the Holy Spirit, there is no way the devil can use him. “You are of God, little chil-
dren, | have overcome them, because He who is in you, is greater than he who is in the
world” (1John 4:4).

Judas’ love for money and greed opened the door for Satan to have him. “This he
said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the money
box; and he used to take what was put in it. (John 12:6).Judas found himself under the
influence of Satan who compels and controls him.

Luke 22:4 “And Judas went to the Chief priests and the officers of the temple
guard and Discussed with them how he might betray Jesus"—Judas therefore went
down to the chief priests to discuss with them on how he would betray Jesus. These
steps were pointer to the fact that sin is premeditated and as such, man should recog-
nize the voice of the devil and desist from coming sin.

Luke 22:5-6 “And they were delighted and agreed to give him m.oney"—.The lead-
e1sof Israel were glad, at least if they captured Christ and people raise questions, they

“n easily say it was Judas that brought the idea. It was a welcome idea on their p;rt
indon the part of Judas, he wants to get enriched. In the book of Matthew 2625, Judas

i « . . h
Sz.ud What are you willing to give me if T deliver him to you? And }?e was %Wf:};:r}z
PIEces of silver” Lack of contention led Judas to betray Jesus despite the fac
Y45 their treagyrer,

N aelitt
stoho
plood tO

re looking for some

ry Jewish household
ood on their lintel ac-

ere busy planning the

___d
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to betray Christ. When Judas l)('lmyv(l Chrigg
with the plan of God. It was the will of Christ to die o the (I«ly'(::
d over with God’s foreknowledge. On the day of Pentecgg

e determined purpose and forcknow](.d,,v of
o% 0

He sought for the opportunity
was in accordance ;
Passover, Jesus was han c. h
l:vt(‘r e “Him lt)erllnbg (llzf\]\]/;,:se ialilyd;, have crucified, and put to death” (Acts 2:23)
God, yuru hzf:([}iz ]Zadeyrs of the Israel or Judas that killed Jesus, it was Gog Himge|

3 It w aS}_lil-m to die for mankind. Jesus said, “For I have come down from heaven, .
who sent Hi 1 but the will of Him who sent me” (John 6:38). He also sajq by
= do. mw zwnhwim;l] of Him who sent me and to finish His work.” (John 434),
foodFlrsotr(; [f,et fzregoing, it is evident that Judas had the ability to rebuke the devi]

someone would have still betrayed Jesus, but it might not necessarily be him,

ibery in Nigeria .
11?;:: i(;g:e of b%ibery is a fundamental problem that has continued to permegt, al

nooks and crannies of human society. Toc.iay, b-ribery and corruption captures )
headlines as people are becoming aware of its ex1sten(?e. Indee.zd, }?rll?ery a_nd corrup.
tion is one of the problems of the conterer.orary s.oc1ety which isn't hm.1t6d to any
country. Bribery distorts governmental policies which may lead to the misallocagjg,

of resources that can harm the society as well as affect the poor.
There are various aspects of bribery and corruption which includes fraudulen;

acquisition of property and receipts, using one’s office for gratification, fraudulen
bribery transactions, accepting gratifications and so on. Many factors contribute t

the level of poverty in the country which includes the issue of bribery.
There are various vocabularies which can be used to describe the bribery, they are

corruption and extortion. The term corruption will be used interchangeably with the
concept of bribery in the cause of this work. Corruption is a socio-political, economic
and moral malaise that is usually holistically permeates all the nerves of any society.
Corruption is when a state official steals from the public institution in which he/
she is employed, betrayal of trust, unfair advantages, financial malpractice, equn-
Je, dash, gratification, brown envelopes, tips, emoluments, greasing, softening the
ground, inducements, sub-payments, side-payments, irregular payments, payment
under the table, undocumented extra payments, facilitation payments, mobilization
fees, routine governmental action, revised estimates, padded contracts, over (under)
invoicing, cash commissions, kickbacks, payoffs, covert exchanges, shady deals, cover-
ups, collusion, 10% rule (bribe surcharge), 50% rule (sharing bribe within the hierar
chy), let's keep our secret, highly classified transactions, customary gift-sharing, trib-
ute culture, nepotism (a special form of favoritism in which an officeholders prefers
his/her kinfolk and family members. Corruption is seen as a daunting obstacle tosu%
tainable development, a constraint on education, health care and poverty alleviation
and a great impediment to the millennium development goal of reducing by half the
number of people living in extreme poverty by 2015,
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Autoge S 5

on can influence a company’s transaction and add to the usual
hers N . § )
- her personal preference. Defensive corruption involves situation y
his; € 2 ibes hisw T i :
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id an unpleasant interest in other to avoid an unpleasant ¢ onsequence. For instance
(o] $ . 5 e ’
% rson can bribe his way through for a university admission,
a PL‘

/normal budget for
vhereby a person js

Extortive corruption involves a person demanding for compensation in exchange for ser-
. o5 rendered. Invectives corruption involves a situation w hereby services are rendered
vice o 2 : /
ssipati ins. For in T S5 3
in anticipation of futunstnc ga Fs or i ;tanct", a person n'ml\lng Or giving out help in
other to increase his chances o gettn'lg t (. gain later on, Nepostic corruption refers to
the prcferentia] treatments of employing friends and families which in turn violates the

recruitment guideline.

Supportive corruption involves actions to protect or strengthen the
existing corrupt practices, it doesp t necessanl}{ Involve moneta

oains. Finally, transactive corruption refers to situations where the
two parties are willingly ready to arlicipate in the corrupt prac-
tices. Despite the efforts made by the Nigerian government, Nige-
rians still remain entangled in corruption, crime and poverty

The legal instruments used to fight corruption in Nigeria include the criminal code,

code of conduct Bureau, the recovery of public property Act of 1984 and the newly
formed commission (the EFCC and the ICPC). Prior t0 1966, the criminal code was the
primary source of law dealing with corruption in Nigeria.

There are various causes underlining the issue of bribery and corruption in

Nigeria, they include;

Poverty

The class distinction in the society stands as a foundation for bribery and corrup-
tion to grow and expand. Class distinction does not give room for easy circulation of
wealth and therefore, some particular set of citizens tends to suffer from the crisis.
Poverty also includes low civil service salaries and poor working conditions with little
orno rewards. Once this issue is left unaddressed, the rate of bribery will increase as
these citizens would begin to source for other methods of survival.

Poor governance

The fact that the government is getting worse by the day isn't a new trend. The gov-

“Mment themselyes, increase the chances of bribery and corruption in the society as
::0“ of the government officials are using their position of power in the embezzle-
e e _ ;
Mtand diversjon of public funds for their personal use

;ﬁ_————‘
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One of the fundamental lessons from Luke 22:1-6 is an admonition for the Chrig-
tian leaders. Pastors and all ministers should be on the watch out for the type of fol-*
lowers they have. Many profess to be Christians but they are devil incarnate who only
comes in to the church to steal and destroy. They are an avenue for Satan to strikf
against believers and the Church at large.

Christians today should take into consideration the story of Judas and how
correlates with the day-to-day affairs in the contemporary society. Although,
Ministers are constantly trying their best in ensuring that Christians adhere |
commandments set out for them in the Bible, some will still end up like Judas
followed Christ all through his ministry on earth and at the end of the day still
as an instrument of betrayal. The issue of bribery, corruption and betray are n
to the Christians Faith and as such various measures and guidelines have
down for the Christians to follow. Non-adherence to these guidelines might
the greater consequences which might include the loss of eternal life of bliss.

Conclusion
Itis evident that the concept of bribery is not new to the human society, it even
basis in the Bib}ical texts. Christians have been admonished to learn from the
Judas in other to have a hitch-free Christian journey. The illustrations of th
Judas Iscariot which depicts an act of bribery and betrayal is often preach
gate and model the lives of all Christians. It is no longer news that bribery has eate
deep into the Nigerian economy as well as affected every works of life including the
religious sector. Undoubtedly, the pastors and ministers have often times admonished
their congregants to live a life free from sin but some still fall into temptation just like
Judas Iscariot. The paper therefore majorly recommends and admonished Christians
to be persistently committed to the Christian race as the devil is eagerly ready to con-
sume and destroy anyone who is disposed to his tactics.

REFERENCES

Adogame, A(2006). “Politicization of Religion and Religionization of Politics in Nigeria” In
Korleh, CJ and Nwokeji, G.U (eds.), Religion, history, and politics in Nigeria. Oxford:
university press of America. 128.

Akindele, S.T(1995). Corruption: An Analytical Focus on the Problems of its
Conceptualization. Ife Psychology..

Aluko,M.A(2002). The Institutionalization of Corruption and its Impact on Political, Culture
and Behavior in Nigeria. Nordic Journal of African Studies. 393-402.

Audu, S. M(2008). Emerging Issues in the Culture of Corruption in Nigeria: Implication for
National Development: Political and Legal Issues. Lagos: Concept Publications Ltd.
211-218.

B
S
N
.

-



LASU JOURNAL OF RELIGIONS & PEACE STUDIES | Vol. 6, No. 2, October 2024

\12:0,B(1085). Exports, Policy Choices and Economic Growth in Developing Countries afier
the 1973 Oil Shock. Journal of Development Economics, 22-35.

C.B.N. Annual Report. (Abuja: Central Bank of Nigeria, 2006).

Creenaway, D. & Sapsford, D. (1994). What Does Liberation do for Exports and Growth?
Weltwirtschaftliches archives. 52-173.

Guhan, S. & Samuel, P(1997). Corruption in India: Agenda for Action. New Delhi: Vision
Books.

Khan, M. Problems of Democracy: Administrative Reform and Corruption. Available on:
http://[www.cdrb.org/journal/2003/1/2.pdf.

Mauro (1995). Corruption and Growth. Journal of Economics. 681-71.




10.

Contents

Women of Ile-Ife in Yoruba Religion and Culture
—Olademo, Oyeronke, PHID .« s i enisvmibisdesdmn i o 2ol 3

Reappraising Islamic Moral Education for Positive Nationhood in
Nigeria—Rauf, Adeola Lateef, PhD & Paramole, Kabir Olawale, PhD. .13

The Debate on Islam and Transgenderism: An Analytical Discourse on
the Silence of Scholars in Nigeria—Sidiq, Uthman Okanlawon, PhD &

Kannike, Uthman Mohammed Mustapha, PhD ...................... 28
Religious Violence in Nigeria: Christianity as Panacea

—Akande, LydiaBosede ............ccvvuuuunnieneeeninnnnnnn, 42
Enmity between Kinsmen: A Critical Analysis of Societal Imagery
Arising from Warfare Prayers—Oléléye, Samuel Kéyddé, PhD, Adekoya,

Julius Sunday, PhD & Adéniy}, Oliladé ................coveennnn... 52

The Dynamic Leadership Role of Nehemiah in Ancient Israel and its
Implication for Political Leaders in Nigeria
—Komolafe, Hezekiah Deji, PhD ......ccccevvvereriesennnnsncenens 64

Betrayal and Redemption: A Theological Exploration of Luke 22:1-6 and
its Moral Lessons for Nigerian Christians—Daniel, Mary Taiye, PhD . .74

An Evaluation of Holy War in Abrahamic Religions and its Effects on
21st-Century Northern Nigerian Society—Taiwo Rebecca, Oyetoro .. 84

Aquinas’ Theology of Peace: A Veritable Tool for Peace in Present-Day

Nigeria—Adeyinka, Daniel Damilare ..................oooiuvan.... 96
The Theology of late Rev. Sister Rosemary Nkoyo Edet in a Sociological
Context—Ayantayo, Gloria Njideka, PhD .......................... 106

"E

FREE ENTERPRISE PUBLISHERS
®+234-814-1211-670




