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Abstract y 3 ‘ a3 political Ie
1 Corruption i a dangerous  trend that it is both endemic and pandemic-in 1 independer
. Nigeria. It is a deadly infection and once it is allowed to grow in any human 4 ‘regimes. O
environment, it is difficult to combat. Corruption goes beyond budget padding " ihas been te
T'» bribery and embezzlement of public fund; it is a decay and mistrust inherent in “has always
social, political and cConomic fabrics of the Country. It is an act that negates i |
established rules and norms of the Society. Rule of law predisposes adherence to i . Undeniabl
: the provisions of the Constitution most especially, guarantee of fundamental e regimes of
human rights of a]) Citizens. However, Nigeria’s history of corruption can be | the politic
traced back to colonig] era, it became Prominent in early 1990°s and since then jt - corruption
has become canker-worm in the development drive of the country. This paper "f of law (
€xamines the effort of the current administration in fighting the menace Obviously
€Xtricates the- Prospects and challenges of taming the monster. The study @ their allit
combined both primary and secondary sources of data collection and analyzed it 8 particular’
qualitatively, Findings reveals that corruption has become daily activity in than form
Nigeria and Rule of Law cannot adequately confront the problem because most " General &
of those involved in the act are also active members of the elite class that are & )
making law for the country. Therefore, the Paper recommends that Corruption : Political -
should be tackled with carrot and stick approach ,:I’- country a
. ‘ : Nigerians
Keywords: Ant-Corruption, Rule of Law, Crusade, Elite Class, Endemie I ' political
. : |1 common
Introduction ' Nigerian
Corruption is a global phenomenon that exists in various degrees across different ]
countries in the internationa] System. Whereas, it may be endemic in some It is not
countries like' Nigeria where . the corruption perception index is 148 of 180 il however
having scored 28 out of 100. Analysis holds that Is highly clean and 0 is highly existent,
corrupt, it could also be moderate or low in others (CPI, 2018). For instance, /‘ and the
corruption is not highly placed at developed countries of the world, that is, in s interven
countries like the United States, Britain, France Greece, Japan and Italy. This is r the pub]
not so in the developing orthe third world countries which virtually consist of I by the
African states whose abnormal level of development has been owned to . guidanc
corruption. o . ) : % { Jigawa.
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However, the level by which corruption has really eaten deep into the Nigeria
state and has become so alarming. This is evident in the statement made by
United Kindom Prime Minister David Cameron who posited that “Nigeria 1s
fantastically corrupt”. It is an understatement that corruption has eaten deep in
Nigeria System and major bane to Nigerias development. Without mincing
words, the phenomenon has ravaged the country and destroyed most of what is
held as cherished national values.

Corruption as both political and economic issue has transcended into the
endemic places in the Nigerian state. Over the years, through the activities of
political leaders, the tension of ccrruption has heightened. Nigeria as an
independent state has witnessed both civilian administrations and military
regimes. One of the hyped reasons for military intervention in Nigerian politics
has been to eradicate or reduce the scourge of corrupt practices but the otherwise
has always been the case.

Undeniably, corruption became prevalent in the 1990s during. the military
regimes of Babangida and Abacha, tiut a culture of 1mpun1ty spread throughout
the political class when democracy: returned to Nigeria in 1999. I fact,
corruption took over as the engine of the Nigerian society and replaced the rule

_of law (Mallam N. Ribadu, interviewed by Reuters, December 17, 2004).

Obviously, this was to the disadvantage of the country. The civilian politicians,
their allies in public institutions ‘and collaborators in the private sector,
particularly the financial institutions were not any better in corruption ratings
than former Military President, Ibrahwn Babangida, and ex-Head of State, late
General Sani Abacha.

Political leadership class has also failed to manage the affair and wealth of the
country and had inevitably brought savere misery to many voiceless and helpless
Nigerians. It must also be mentioned here that Nigeria’s post- independence
political bureaucratic and military elites had terribly p111agad the nation’s
common wealth and national patrimony with impunity, thereby denying .
Nigerians access to economic prosp“nty and quality living condition,

It is not that corruption has not bm n recognized as the “enemy within, “It is,

however, the political will to begin 1o tackle this problem in Nigeria that is non-
existent, except for the Muhammdn Buhari /Tunde Idiagbon Regime (1984-83)
and the government of Olusegun Obasanjo (Tite, 2003, p.12).- Past futile
intervention against corruption include, the Corrupt Practices Decree of 1975;

the public officer (Investigation of Assets) Decree no. 5 of 1976, supplemented
by the code of Conduct of Burea: .and Code of Conduct charge of “national
guidance”, the “war against mdlsc1plme” campaign under the Buhari / Idiagbon
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junta, which was o some extent ohly serious ; 'i-ntervention; and the Nationa]

It is also pertinent to state that, there are severa] rules and regulations, including
agencies and Bovernment organizations that have been established ‘to fight
corruption in Nigeria, However, this monster called. corruption has continued to

Theoretical Framework i
It is imperative for this nature of research work to be anchored on g well-

Poverty theory on the other hand Sees strong relationship between Poy rty level
and ‘corruption. The assumption of this theory is that corruption ius viewed to

b il i i

Scanned with CamScanner




o

Nigeria, this situation has made some class to benefit than others in the sharing
of governmental resources. The Police in particular has involved in this act
simply because they were under remunerated while members of the Legislative
who received bogus packages were also accused of corruption. "

Corruption

Corruption is as old as the formation of society by man. Corruption is an
aberration and abnormalities inherent in any system. It encompasses
embezzlement, bribery and stealing. Egbewole (2016, p.280) - assérts that
“corruption involves behaving on the part of persons in which they properly
enrich themselves or those close to them by misusing power with which they
have been entrusted. In short, corruption is the misuse of public power for
personal gain.”  Anti — Corruption and Transparency Monitoring Unit of
University of Ilorin defines Corruption as “dishonest activity in which a Director,
Staff, Chief Executive, Manager Employees/Contractor of an entity acts contrary
to the interest of the entity and abuses his/her position of trust in order to achieve
some personal gain or advantage for himself or herself or for other person(s) or

entity”. ¥

George (2005) succinctly capture what: is corruption when he observes:
Although corruption is a relative concept, being functions of specific normative,
social, historical, cultural, economic and political circumstances as ‘well as legal
instruments. It is generally understood o entail deliberate mal-practices that
violates due process and aimed at personal gain or advantage and selfish
enrichment on violation of the law and at the expenses of the common good. The
term corruption covers a broad range of wrong doings or corrupt practices that
are basically unethical and morally reprehensible, ranging from the giving and
taking of bribe to the use of public offices for the advancement of purely private
interest and from the misapplication or misappropriation of public funds tfo
outright fraud and embezzlement Yusuf (2016, p.67) opines that “corruption is
endemic in these shores. It is the single most debilitating cankerworm that is
eating into and destroying the fabric of the nation” It has eaten deep into judicial,
police and civil services system of the country. It has also permeated the
corporate sector where to a large extent, private sector has become pipeline used
to siphon public fund. In the judiciary, both the revered judges and lawyers who
supposed to be the vanguard of rule of law and apostles of Anti-corruption
crusade have become totally enmeshed in this anti-development practices.

Quite a number of judges have been dismissed by judicial service council on the
allegation of corruption, while in the recent times, both Senior_Advocates of
Nigeria (SAN) and Lords of the highest Court have been put on trial base on jche
corrupt practices. Speaking in this vein, Hassan (2012, p.111) is of the opinion

that Corruption has become a big cancer +hat threatened to consume the Nigerian
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With corruption, there can be no sustainabe development, nor political stability.
By breeding and feeding on inefficiency, corruption invariably strangles the
system of social organization. In fact, corruption Is literally the antithesis of

other things the offer of Promise or receipt or demand of money, donation, gift,

> reward, valuable security, property or interest in property with the
intent to influence such a person in the performance or non-performance of
his/her duties, Although the definition of corruption by the Act is vague; it gives
a wide-ranging definition of gratification, Abdul Rasheed, (2011, p-117) traces
the trajectory of corruption in the country to colonial era “Nigeria since its
independence in 1960 has been a country riddled with corruption and gross
€conomic mismanagement”, However, despite the:establishment of Ant; —~Graft

President Buhari also observed that “If Nigeria ;c'I,Ioes not kill corrﬁption,
corruption will kill Nigeria” (The Nation 12t August, 2016). Thisvirus js not
only endemic but pandemic. It is pervasive, touching and desiroyil_]g all fabrics

but extremely dangerous, Corruption is thus, a malignant tumor, a cancer that
€ats 1ts hosts to death. It’s worse than terrorism and those who indulge in the act
are more dangerous than the terrorists. - As g necessity to fight the menace, the
Jigawa Journal of Politics 266 -+ Vol. 2, No. 1, Jurie; 2019
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chief originator of the two agencies that to some extent cripple the effectiveness
of Corruption in the Country, President Obasanjo observes:
|
Once you give free reign unchecked, unbridled and uncontrolled,
the bestiality of man comes to the fore. The average Nigerian is
not by nature more corrupt than the European or anyone from any
part of the world. He is no less democratic than anyone else.
Conventions and practices which effectively discouraging and
punish corrupters and corruptness. Effective sanctions, moral,
social political and legal are an essential part of antidotes against
corruption, human rights and all forms of antidemocratic
tendencies

However, there were various degrees of corruption which include Moral
Corruption: ~ that entails in sexual ~ pervasiveness, greed especially in
interpersonal relationships, loose tongue i.e. uncontrollable tongue such that
leaks secrets or slanders or busy-body, indecent dressing or appearance etc.
Economic Corruption e.g manufacturing fake drugs adulteration of drinks, piracy
i.e. copying another person’s intellectual work to illegally enrich oneself
(Plagiarism), fraud at all levels etc. Political and Bureaucratic corruption: It is
illegal unethical and unauthorized exploitation of one’s political or official
position for personal gain. It has to do with public affairs — goods, fortunes,
agencies and resources. It is therefore corruption against the state or its agencies
by a person holding an official position in pursuit of private or personal profit.
In practical terms, political and bureaucratic corruption is usually associated with
acceptance of bribe, but it is more than that, it involves fraud, nepotism,
kickbacks, favoritism and misappropriation by public officials using their official
positions for their own advantage (Ogbonnia, 2000).

Rule of Law : -
Tt has been agreed by many that the problem of corruption in Nigeria does not lie
in paucity of laws on the issu¢. As a matter of facts, we have about seven anti-
corruption laws currently in operation in Nigeria. Public Complaint Commission
(1975), the Recovery of public property (specific provisions). Act of 1983, the
Code of Conduct Bureau and Tribunal Act 1991, the dishonored cheques
(Offences) Act 1997, Corrupt Practice and Related Offences Act 2000.
Economic and financial crimes commission (Establishment) Act 2004 the
advanced free fraud and other related .offences Act 2005 and the money
laundering (Prohibition) Act 2011. B g

These were enough laws on ground to. effectively tackle corruption in the
country. Though the ‘same elite’s class that made these laws; ostensibly
perpetuated the crime and they have consciously provided lacunas in the law
Jigawa Journal ofPolitics“ - 267 Py \Io[.ﬂz, No. 1, June, 2019 .
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Provisions to exploit, in case of prosecution, The 2013 country report o Human corrupt
~ Right Practices in Nigeria- prepared by the United States Depaltmenti of state crusade
recently made public, pofeq without equivocation that “although the law ~and J“i
provides crimina] Penalties for corruption by officials, the government dld_n_ot ' ‘ on the !
Implement the Jaw effectively and officials frequently éngage in corrupt practices
" with impurity." Since 1983 ti]] date, there Was no significant conviction from Conch
these anti-graft bodies and the amount of stolen oot recovered were meager Corrup
Compared to the colossal amount of money looted. In the recent time, EFCC militar
! declared that it hag recovered only N94 billion from over 3 trillion naira looted, : Howex
\ : . natter
In the same vejn the judicial officials that Supposed to be at the fore front of this _ grave 1
Crusade were also actively involved in the act, Ant1—corruption Crusade is a war ! it Ith
to protect rule of law and more Importantly, the Protection of fundamenta] educat
Uman right of citizens such as right to decent life but on the contrary, both ' Corryj
Judges and lawyers have been frustrating thig crusade. Judges in Nigeria have ) S ) the in
een dismissed by Nationa) Judicial Council, the body in charge of j like S
employment, Promotion apg discipline of Nigeria Judges, on the ground of shows
Corruption. Alse Senior Advocates of Nigeria (SANS) have also been accused, state,
charged ang Prosecuted by anti-graft o agencies for Corrupt practices. ' corruj
L onl
Nigeria Justice System is fraught with many challenges thus it 81Ves rooms for Gozel
mamp_ulatlon by bo Jjudicial Practitionerg and the clients of the System. In count
18€M1a, a commop man has gone g the market to steq] 2 goat and he was the d
Senienced to 2 ears impnsonment while 2 highéranking public officer who neces
embezzled N23 billion Pension fund wag 8iven ap option of fine of N250,000
naira 'only W Jystice System is one of the mégjor causes of Corruption in Also,
doslaed iy ey o e SaAL 0 o Jusic P Sapha it
” Oundtable on 19t ruary 2012 tri?‘?
. 1
When the rule of Jaw is weak,'corruption Will remain » naggin ' glso'
problerp. Corruptiog I the justice Sector is g4 keystone to that
Corruption throughoyt the Society Without an honest Criming] 1i g
ke «
Justice System, the Wealthy especxaﬂy the Corrupt, can escape the
conse'quences of their Crimes. Sych impun; reduces the The
feesrlfl?ﬁdl E;)ps; :;" nr;gg;ptmé] The risk that COI'I'up.flOIl act1_vi‘ay will stror
Minimal, The gains ﬁoman S ecompanying Public humiliatiop, s ager
and there ig thus little rez(s);l;l I%t;OI(I) ase e e d:lscounted £
€ngage in cormpt acts $on Personal lntegnty fet. to shot
also
However, there are many rep i _, st -0 ©
Coml? liment corrupt Pragtices.s e “ﬁ:naae l?igel?sijla‘.).v or Justice syster ma - citiz
Tactices anq this ma Weaken : Tg-a
ligawga Jour, iti _ :
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judicial officers may become accomphce on the train of corruption and thereby
jeopardize all constitutional effort to curb corruption in the society. Indeed,
corruption in the judiciary has compromised the rule of law effectiveness in the
crusade against the menace in Nigetia. In the recent time both the Judiciary Staff

and Judges have been put on trial on corrupt practices and this has adverse effect
on the fight against corruption in the country.

Conclusion and Recommendations :

Corruption is rampant in Nigeria public life and was more pronounced under
military rule through the diversion and mismanagement of public funds.
However, it has reached alarmingly pandemic proportions, and should now be a
matter of very serious and pressing public concern. Corruption is recognized as a
grave national problem. Virtually all sectors of policy and society are affected by
it. It hampers or interrupts the delivery of basic services to the people, disrupts
education and endangers the safety and security of every single citizen.
Corruption is a problem in Nigeria, but not exclusively a Nigerian problem, as
the involvement of foreign companies like the JOCs, infrastructure companies
like Siemens or Halliburton, and the complicity of numerous foreign banks
shows. However, only if decisive steps are taken by institutions of the Nigerian
state, that corruption can be effectively battled. For 'Nigeria to successfully fight
corruption, Government must adopt holistic and systemic methods where ot
only all the institution of the state must be involved but all the arms of
Government must work in tandem under the crusade against corruption in the
country. A situation where only one arm is pursuing the crusade may not lead to

the desire result and genuine collaboration base, mutual trust and respect is a
necessity.

Also, Government must institutionalize the crusade in such a manner:that the
whole society will be involved in the war against corruption — both the -
traditional rulers and the citizens at all. Corruption cannot be won on one-way
traffic but must be all encompassing.’Combining the carrot and stick methods is
also germane to the success of the crusade. It is only the adoption of this method.

that the country can successfully master a strong will to combat a deadly virus
like corruption. o ¢

The paper recommends among others that anti-corruption should be made a
strong priority and to reduce political interference in the work of anti-corruption -
agencies. Nigeria’s government need to adopt all- inclusive, carrot and stick

approach in combating overgrowing corruption in the country. Government
should be ready to restructure the judiciary, police and public services. It should
also be ready to re-fertilize such agencies as national Orientation Agency (NOA)
to engage the citizens at the nook and cronies of the country and educate the
citizenry on the implication of corruption and its effect such as, poverty and
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underdevelopment. Anti-graft agencies like ICPC and EFCC  should be
reinvigorated to enable it to be more proactive in the crusade and also partner
with National Orientation Agency in order to educate Nigerians on the evil of
corruption. Government can where necessary, drop it carrot approach and adopt
stick approach in order to. achieve the aim of combating: corruption in the

country.
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